
15, 1946 Election for Municipal water District No. 1 were unaware 
that the water was to be ob'tained from the Metropol1 tan Water CompanY' 
and that well water was to be used as a standby only. rheir ·under
standing was exactly the opposite. He claimed that they would be con
tinually raising money under these oircumstances and would never gat 
out of debt. Moreover, he requested that a meeting be arranged with 
the Counoil and the consulting engineers so that the facts might be 
clariried in the minds of everyone concerned~. · 

Councilman rolson stated that he had approaohed the subject to 
the attorneys, O'MelTenyand .Myers and .... s informed that it was voted 
to bring the water in from Lomita to lalteria by way of the Metro
pol1tan Water Company's sye'tem. and that proceedings must continue 
according to the way the votes were cast. 

Mayor Sherfey suggested that ~r.Thatcher contact Mr. Beebe or 
O'Melveny and .yers and Mr. Arthur Taylor of the Engineering Otficas 
of Taylor and Taylor for further information. 

Counoilman Tolson moved that all bills properly audited be paid. 
Counoilman Powella8conded the motion which was carried by the follow
ing roll call vote: ADS: COUNCILMEN: POwell, 'folson and Sher1"ey. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert and Jackson. 

~t 9:30 p.m., upon motion by Councilman Tolson, seconded by 
Counoilman Powell, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

)d/-JLp; 
mOR GIM OITY or TORRANO! 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OY 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, Galifornia 
January 14, 1947 

The 01 ty Council of the City of '1orrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, California on 
'rue_ay, January 14, 1947 at ':50 p.m. 

Mayor Sherfey called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answer1ng present be1ng 
Councilmen: Gl1bert, Jaokson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. Absent: 
Couno1lmen: None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Councilman Tolson moved that the minutes of an .idjourned Regu
lar Meeting held Tuesday, January 7, 1947 be approved as wr1tten. 
Counoilman Jaekson seconded the motion which was oarr1ed unanimously. 

IRI'l'TEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from the Richfield 011 Corporation, 
Riohfield Building, Los Angeles, advising that no p1pe11nes were 
laid, removed or abandoned dur1ng the period from July 1, 1946 to 
December 31, 1946, under County Franohise Ordinance Ho. 1358-1361 
N.8. Ratter of record. 

A oommunication was read from the Union 011 COmpany of Cali
fornia, Union Oil Bu11ding, Los Angeles, advising that no permit. 

epose



to place pipe lines or oonduits were issued and no suoh pipe lines 
or conduits were Qonstructed during the period trom July 1, 1946. 
to Deoember 31, 1946 UIlder the County Franohise Ordinance No. 1010 
(N.S.). Matter ot reoord. 

A oommunication was read trom Union Oil Company ot Oalifornia, 
Union Oil Building, Los Angeles, advising that the Pan .-erican 
Petroleum Company which was assigned to them on November 19, 1930, 
has not issued any pelOni:ts for, or placed, pipe lines or conduits 
during the period trom July 1, 1946 to Deoember 31, 1946 under 
County Franchise Ordinance No. 1501 (N.B.). Matter of reccrd. 

A cODmlUllication was read trom 1Ir. Kenneth P. Cates ot Teoh
nocracy, Inc., 1526 Cravenfi Avenue, Room 6, requesting the use ot 
the Civic .Auditorium tor a dance to be held on Saturday, Karch 15, 
1947. 

Councilman 'folson.advised that Saturday night is permanently 
reserYed for the Tartar TOwn Canteen, which is sponsored by Mr. 
Ted Meier ot the Y.M.C.A. 

Oouncilman Gilbert moved that the Oity Olerk be authorized to 
.oommanicate with 1Ir. Cates and advise him to contact ~. Meier to 
see it the Centeen will relinquish the use.of the .A.uditoril1ll on 
March 15, 1947. Councilman Tolson seconded the motion whioh was 
carried unanimously. 

. . 
A communication was read tram Ilrs. )lary Merino, 10903 Hawthorne 

Boulevard, Inglewood, making application for a license to practice 
Phrenology, (the art ot analysing one's talents for certain vocations) 
in the ~ity at Torranoe. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that this communication be reterred to 
Chief ot Police John H. Stroh tor investigation and recommendation 
to the Council. Oouncilman Powell seconded the motion which was 
carried unanimously. 

A communication was read trom Yr. Charles A. Tansey, 2607 
Sonoma Street, requesting a retund ot $15.00, his filing tee tor 
a ZOning Variance whioh, according to information trom the Engin
eering Department, was not necessary 1n his case. 

Oounoilman Tolson moved that this $15.00 retund be made. Coun
c1lman Powell seoonded the motion which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AlES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jaokson, Powell, Tolson 
and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: NOne. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

~ communication was read from Lawrence Brothers Applianoe 
Oompany, 2644 East Anaheim Street, Long Beaoh, protesting the 
present license tee tor automatic music maohines, w1th the reques~ 
that a flat tee of $~.OO per maohine per annum be established. 

Counoilman Powell moved that this communication be reterred to 
the entire Oity Council tor study and report at the next regular 
meeting. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion whioh ftS carried 
unanimously. 

A communication was read from Mr. J. E. Kettler, 1558 S. Long 
Beach Boulevard, Compton, requesting a Hearing w1th the Council in 
the matter of street installation and improvements 1n Traot Bo. 
14016, which would provide tor the extension ot a.brillo AvenUe 
through to 101 Highway. This matter ~ and also the matter ot 
providillg the Narbonne-SepUlTeda intersection and grad1ng S,pulveda 
Boulevard to the proposed grades were to be investigated by the City 
and a report made. 

COuncilman Tolson moved that the Counoil meet with Mr. Kettler 
at an early date to discuss thele matters and give Mr. Kettler a 
detinite answer. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion which was 
carried unanimously. 

A Claim against the City of Torrance and Wylton p. Zigler, Bus 
Driver, filed by Elizabeth Root Rockwell, in beh.rf ot her charge, 
SUsan M. Rockwell, a minor, was presented; such claim deDUUlding a 
sum ot .10,~OO.OO tor damages result1ng trom an automob1le acoident 
which oocurred while said Susan M. Rockwell ~as attempt1ng to b9afcl 
rorrance Municipal Bus No. 118. 



Councilman Powell moved that this Claim be ret-erred to .the Legal 
Department and that the City Council deny this oharge on the grounds 
that it was not filed within the required length of time and because 
there was no liability~ Counoilman Gilbert seoonded the motion which 
was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from Howard A. \food, II.D. J Chairman 
of the Torranoe Charter Committee, adv.ising that ~he members of said 
~ttee have expended private funds to carry on the duties in connec
tiOn with the preparation ot the City Charter whioh has been adopted 
by the people of Torrance, and requesting an appropriation of $600.00 
to reUnburse members for funds so expended in the interest of the City. 

Counoilman 'rolson mOTed that the Counoil authorize the payment 
of bills contraoted by the Charter, Committee up to the amount of 
$600.00. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion which ~s carried 
by ·the following roll call Tote: J.YES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson 
and 'ralson. NOES: COUNCII.MEN: Powell and Sherfey. ABSEN'f: COUN-
CILMEN: None. I. 

Mayor Sherfey moved that the Counoil order an itemized report 
of all bills contracted by the Torrance Charter Committee. Council
man Powell seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

A Resolution, submitted by the Torrance Charter Committee and 
subject to the approval of the Council, was read, embodying the 
appreciation of the people at roeorranee to the Honorable Vincent 
Thomas, Assemblyman, 68th D1strict, Los Angeles County, and the 
Honorable Jack B. Tenney, Senator, 38th Distr1ct,. Los Angele,g 
County, for valuable public services in securing the ratification 
of the City Charter of the City of Torrance; and direct1ng the 
City Clerk of the City of Torrance to torward oop1es of this Beso
lution to Assemblyman Thomas and Senator Tenney.at the State Capitol 
Bu11d1ng, Scramento, Cal1fornia. 

Councilman Tolson moved that this Resolution be adopted. Coun
oilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carr1ed unanimously. 

A communication was read from 1Ir. uthur Taylor of the Eng1neer-
1ng Offices of Taylor and Taylor, 725 South Spr1ng .Street, Los Angeles, 
submitting Speeifioations 4ated January 15, 1947 for ~aterials tor 
later Pipe Lines and Aocessor1e.~ tor Municipal Water nistrict No.2. 

Councilman 'rolson moved that the adoption of these Speo1fications 
be authori:r.ed by the City Council. Counc1lman Powellseoonded the 
motion whioh was oarried by the tollowing roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, .Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. J.BSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Shert'ey moved that the City Clerk be author1zed and 
directed to advertise for bids on material for Munioipal Water 
District No.2. Counoilman Powell seconded the motion which ... 
carl'1ed by the following roll call vote: .tYES: COUNCIIJID: ,Gil'bert, 
Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Shertey. NUS: COUNCILMEN: None. AB
S3N'r: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A oommunioation .... read trom Mr. P. I. Haddan, Jr., Sec"t«ry 
of Haddan, Inc., 8~U No • Euoalyptus Avenue, Inglewood, oftering a 
proposal for the abatement of weeds to eliminate next year's tire 
hazard in the C1ty ot Torranoe, and suggesting that an ordinanoe.De 
drawn up so that the cost or this service will be paid by each indi
vidual lot owner. 

Mr. Haddan, who was present 1n the assemblage, informed the 
Counoil that the cost of this work w111 run between 13.50 and $4.00 
per lot. . 

Couno1lman Powell mo-v:ed that the matter of drawing up an ordi
nance be referred to the Legal Department for study and recommenda
tion to the Council. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion which 
was carried unanimously. 

J. communicat10n was read trom Mr. O. F. Cooley, Road Commissioner 
of the County of Los Angeles Road Department, submitting a report by 
the LOB Angeles County Traffic CoIlllll1ttee regarding the trart10.cond1-
tions at the 1nterseotion ot Crenshaw and Redondo Beaoh Boulevard.. 



!Ir. Glenn K. Ja1n, C1ty Engineer, stated that the widen1ng ot 
the south approach of Crenshaw Boulevard would be a County project 
and suggested ~t the County might react favorably to a request 
trom the Oity Couno1l to have th1s work done~ 

OOuncilman Powell moved that the matte~ of checking the cos\ 
of a Code W-2l-R Bine Unit Reflector s1gn for installation on Cren
shaw Boulevam .be refer~ed to Chief ot Police John H. Stroh tor a 
recommendation to the Council. CQuncilman Gllbert seconded the 
motion which was carried unanimously. 

A communioat10n was read trom Ch1et of Police John H. Stroh, 
requesting that the Po1ice Department be authorized to post t-.lve 
"NO LErr TURN- slgns to allev1ate the traft1c hazards on sartori 
Avenue, trom Qabr1llo to El Prado. !nale twelve slgns are to be 
purchased trom ' 'the SOuthern California Automobile Club for $1.25 
each, the pedestals to be supplied by the City's Garage Mechanic. 
He also recommended that a Resolut10n be adopted to take .care ot 
violators of the above-mentioned. a1p.. . 

Councilman Powell moved that Chief Stroh' 8 requests be COIl
curred 1n and that the Police I.lepartment be authorized to post these 
signs. Oouno1l.ma1l .Jackson seconded the motion wh1ch was carried 
by the .follow1ng roll call vote: AYES: OOUNCIU4EN: Gilbert, 
Jaokson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOES:COUNCIUlEN: NOlle. 
ABSENT: OOUNCIIJI!!l: None. 

A oammun1eation was read from W. C. Bradtord, Secretary ot \he 
01vil Se:rvioe :Board, requesting that the Council co-our in the 1'800m
aendat10ns of J. E .• MeJIa.ter, Oh1ef ot the .Tire DeJlartlaent regardiag 
salar1es and olassif1cation of personnel in the Fire Departmen'. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Oh1et's recommendations be 
conourred in. Counoilman Jackson seconded the motion which ... 
carr1ed unanimouslY'_ 

A.oommunication was read tram Mr. Jaok Isen, 924 SOuth Catalina 
St1':eet, Los Angeles, addressed to the Torranoe Polioe Department, 
~nd1ng the Department for its v1gilance and quick aotion in 
apprehend1ng the perpetrator of the recent Bottle Shop holdup. 
btter ot record. 

A oommun1oation was read trom. Bernard J • . Ilonhue, BoY'. , Vice 
Pr1nc1pal of 'lorranee H1gh School, addressed to Ch1ef of Police 
John H. Stroh, e~ress1ng appreciat10n to the Police Department 
tor assisting in the oontrol of theorowd at the football games 
last :tall. lIatter at record. 

. . 
APet1t1on, contain1ng the names of nineteen residents on 

Gramercy, was read request1ng that the atreet lights now bel .. 1JL
stalled by the Southern Cal1fornia Ed1son Company on Gramercy 
Avenue, 1n the Park Knolls Tract (south of Plaza del .Ama) be re
moved, as they teel that they are detrimental to the1r p.roperty • 

. Counc1lman Gi1bert moved that this Pet1t10n be reterred to the 
entire Oity Couno1l for study and aot10n at the next regular meetlBg. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion wh10h was carried unanlmoue17. 

CounCilme,n .TacksonmoTedthat an appropr1ation .at ~50.00, plu 
t~, be made for the purohase of one hundred street light bowls at 
t5.50 each ~rom the Ray-Lite Glass campany at 3l7a santa Ana Street, 
South Gate, for Replacement purposes. Counc1lman Powell seconded 
'he motion whioh was cau1ed by the following roll ,call vote: 4lKS: 
COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, JaCkson, Powell, Tolson and Shertey. .NOES: 
OOUllCIIJIEN: .None. .AB8EN'r: COUNCILMEN: None _ 

Councilman .Jackson moved that an appro~r1ation of .~O~OO be 
made for oonstruotion of a aidewalk along the north s1de ot Plaza 
del .&mo, between Arlington Avenue and Martina A'tenue to relieve the 
necess1tyof school children walk1ng out in.the street on the1r way 
to and trom achool. Counc1lman Gilbert seconded the mot10n which 
was carried by the follOwing roll call Vote ~ AYES: OOUNCILMEN: 
Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, '1'0160n and Shertey. N.OES: COUNCIIMEN: 
None. ABSENT: C OUllCILMl!N : None. 



Councilman Jackson moved that an appropriatiol'l of t2:S5S.47 'be 
made for the purchase of a Ford truok, complete with hoist alld dump 
lJody for the street Department. Councilman Gilbert seoonded "he 
motion whioh was oarried by the following roll call vote: AlES: 
COUNCIIJlEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson aDd Sherrey. NOES: 
COUNCILMEIf: lITone. .ABSENT: C OUNCIIJIEN: None. 

Counoilman Tolson moved that the Mayor be authorized to exe
cute tae amended Agreement between the Muniolpal Water Distriot 
lITo. 1 (Walteria) and the Grinnell Company. Councilman Gilbert 
seconded the motion which was carried by the follOwing roll call 
vote: A.lES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and 
Sherfey. NOES: COUHCILMEII: None. A.BSEN'r: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Tolson moved that the Mayor be authoriz.ed to e..
oute the amended Agreement bet;ween t.he Municipal Water District. Bo. 
1 (Wal teria) and the Crane Company. Councilman Gilbert seconded 
the motion which was carried by the followil'lg roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. .iBSENT: COUNCIIJ4ElII: N.one. 

Councilman Tolson moved that the City Council authorize the 
refund of $24.00 to the Log c:abin Br.ead CompallY due to the f·act 
that they are no longer operating in t.he City of Torrance. Coun
cilman Jackson seconded the motion which was oarried by the fol
lowing roll call vote: &B"S: COUNCILMElI: Gilbert, Jackson, 
Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCIIJl!N: None. .ABSlm'r: 
COUNCIIJ4RN: NODe. 

CouncilmaJl 'folson moved that an appropriation of $$&2:.&2 be 
made for the purchase of 504 ft.. ". :J: lS' Class 150 Cast Irol'l Pipe 
for the water Department. Oouncilman Gilbert seCOl'lded the motiol'l 
which was carried by the follOwing roll oall vo~e: A.YES: COUN
CILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell. Tolson and Sherfey. BOES: 
COUNCILMEN: !lone. ABSENT: COUNCIIJIEN: None. 

Counoilman Tolson moved that an appropriation of. $ll3~9S be 
made for the purchase of 2. - S- Gate Valves for the l'a"8r 1lepart
mente Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion which was carried 
by the following roll call v0te~ AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilberl, 
Jackson. Powell, Tolson ani Sherfey. !lOES: COUNCILMEN: NODe. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

. . 
Councilman Gilbert moved that an appropriation of $551.&0 be 

made to pay the sewer assessment on Lots 62 and &3, Tract 99Gl. 
owned by the City, for playground purposes •. Councilman Jackson 
eecondedthe motion which was carried by the follQwing roll call 
vote: AlES: .COUNCIIHEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and 
Sherfey. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILI4EN: None. 

Couaoilman Gilbert moved that an appropriation ~f $74.00 plus 
tax be made for the purchase of 2001bs. of red top grass seed to 
be used tor seeding ball park at !Pem Avenue. Councilman Jackson 
seconded the motion which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: fi!S: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and 
Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMm: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Kayar Sherfey moved to authorize the printing of the bonds for 
Municipal Water District !lo. 2 (North Torrance) to be done by 
Jeffries Banknote Oompany. Councilman Jaokson seconded the motion 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AlXS:COUN
CILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Shefey. NOES: 
COUNCIIMl!N: None. ..i.BSENT: COUNCIIlIEN: None. 

Mayor Sherfey moved to appoint Mr. Paul M. Watson, 132S Acacia 
Avenue, to fill the unexpired term of Howard P. Raymond, Chairman 
of the Civil Service Board, whose. resignation is accepted, ertec
tive as of December 18, 1946. Councilman Gilbert seconded the 
motion which was carried by the following roll eall Tote: AlES: 
COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: 
OOUNCILMEN: None. ABSEN'l': COUNCILMEN: None. 
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CQuncilman Gilbert moved that · Clerk Bartlett be authorized to 
notity Yr. watson ot his appointment a8 a member of the Civil SerT1ce 
Board. Councilman Powell l:!Ieconded the motion whioh was carried Dei
mouely. 

Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer, . lIlade the recomm.en.ation that. with 
the Council's approval, the Debt Limitation Hearing on the sewer 
asaesment diStricts in Walterie.. and South Torrance w111 be held on 
Tuf;lsday, Ma~oh 4, 1947. He stated that the final report by Harold. 
Barnett, Engineer, will be submitted at the meeting of July 15, 1947. 

Councilman ~olaon moved that the CQuncil authorize the employ
ment of the Eng,ineeringOffioes of Taylor and Taylor, 725 SOuth 
Spring street, Los Angeles, to negotiate with the Metropolitan later 
Distriot and place order tor water meter service for Torrance Muni
Q1pal later District Hos. 1 and 2. Councilman Gilbert seconded the 
motion which waa oarried. by the !ollowing roll call vote: AYES: 
OOUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jaokson, Powell, 'folson and Sherfey. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. J,BSENT: CQUNCIUIJ!'.N:. None. 

ORAL COMMUNIOATIONS 

Mr. J. E. Kettler, 1558 SO. Long Beach Boulevard,. Compton, acl
dreued the COunc11 with the request that an appointment for an 
informal meeting with the Council be made for di8cu8sion ot street 
installation and improvements in Tract No. 14016. KayorSDerteY' 
informed 1Ir. Kett:ler that an informal meeting .111 be held on Moa
day, January ao, 194'1 at 7:00 p.-., to which he is invited .• 

Krs~ Beslie Sloneoker, Secretary of the Walteria Civic Organi
zaUon, requested information regarding the letters she submitted 
to the Council wi '\h reference to the bus terminal in tal teria. 
Councilman'lolson informed be. Slonecker that the recent letter 
had been turnad over to Mr. W111iam H. Murpbey, Acting Manager of 
the Bus Lines, and that an answer should .800n be f.orthooming. 

b .. I. M. Edwards, President of the HollywOOd Riviera Hoae
owners As8oeiat10n, aaked the Council what action had been taken 
in the installation of a street light at the ••• t side ot the . 
intersection at Palos Verdes Parkway. and Calle Miramar. 

Kay-or Sherfey read a p.ortion of the minutes ofa Regular Ileet
ing held Tuesday, January 7, 1947, which .eJplained that the problaa 
had been referred to City Engineer, Glenn M. Jain, tor aotion. 

Couac11m&n G11bert moved that all bills' properly audited be 
paid. Councilman Tolson .8ecollded the motion which was carried by 
the following roll call vote: J..D8: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, 
Powell, '.folson and Shertey. 1{0000S: COUNCIn.mN: lione. ABSENT: 
COUNCI1JIEN: None. 

At 8:5S p.m., upon motion by Councilman Gilbert, seconded bY' 
Councilman 701aon, the meeting adjourned to ~esday, January 21, 
1947, at 7:45 p.a. 

CITY CLERk DF THE CITY OF 'l'ORRANOI 

APPRonD: 


